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Finmin rejects HRD proposal for 20 IIITs  
 

 

New Delhi: An ambitious proposal of HRD Ministry to set up 20 Indian Institutes of Information Technology (IIIT) 
could be a non-starter with the Finance Ministry not favouring it during the 11th Plan. A note issued by the HRD 
Ministry for clearance of Expenditure Finance Committee has been returned by the Finance Ministry with the 
suggestion that the proposal may be considered during the 12th Plan (2012-2017), official sources said.  
   The HRD Ministry had proposed to start the institutes in public-private-partnership mode during the 11th Plan 
(2007-2012).  
   “The Finance Ministry did not agree to the proposal of setting up of 20 IIITs in 11th Plan. It has said the 
scheme can be considered during the 12th Plan,” the sources said.  
   The HRD Ministry is yet to decide its future course of action on the matter and HRD Minister Kapil Sibal will now 
take call on the matter. The ministry had earlier prepared a PPP model for setting up 20 IIITs under which the 
expenditure could be shared in the ratio of 85 to 15 between the government and industry. PTI  
 

States want medical edu brought under NCHER  

| New Delhi: The assets declared by Rajya Sabha election winners throw up quite a few surprises. 

Some of the well-off politicians defy popular perceptions. Chandan Mitra of BJP, who runs The Pioneer 

daily newspaper, is wealthier than LJP’s Ram Vilas Paswan. But Paswan’s Rs 2 crore declaration has 

political observers gasping in disbelief. Congress’s Anand Sharma has declared Rs 4 crore, BJP’s Rajiv 

Pratap Rudy has the same figure while his senior M Venkaiah Naidu has assets worth Rs 8 crore. Mitra 

has assets worth Rs 9.41 crore.  

Besides Mallya and Jairam Ramesh, Anil Dave of BJP has claimed he has no immovable property. 

His total assets are worth Rs 2.7 lakh, one of the lowest in list of MPs. Other rich MPs include BSP chief 

Mayawati’s aide Satish Chandra Mishra with assets valued at Rs 24 crore. He figures at No. 9 in list of 

rich MPs. Ram Jethmalani of BJP is at No. 7 with Rs 30 crore assets and Vijay Darda of Congress at No. 

5 with assets valued at Rs 50 crore.  

At the bottom of the ladder are Ram Kripal Yadav of RJD with Rs 27 lakh worth of assets, Shashi 

Bhushan Behera of BJD with Rs 30 lakh, BJP’s Tarun Vijay Rs 33 lakh and, as mentioned earlier, Jairam 

Ramesh of Congress at Rs 62 lakh. NGO Association for Democratic Reforms came up with the figures 

based on affidavits submitted by candidates to the Election Commission for polls held in 13 states in 

two phases on June 14 and 17, 2010. Anil Bairwal of ADR said the information was not available on 

candidates from TN as the EC is yet to provide details.  
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A total of 15 candidates, or 28%, declared in their affidavits they have pending criminal cases 

against them, of which six face serious charges. These include attempt to murder, wrongful 

confinement and cheating and forgery. All the candidates with pending criminal cases have won the 

elections. New Delhi: Cutting across the political spectrum, education ministers of various states on 

Saturday said that medical education should be brought within the ambit of the proposed National 

Commission for Higher Education and Research (NCHER).  

Though many states pointed out problems with certain provisions of the Higher Education and 

Research Bill that creates NCHER, the general tone in the one-day meeting of the Central Advisory 

Board of Education was supportive of the idea of an apex regulatory body for higher education. With 

the health ministry resisting taking away of medical education from the purview of the now-defunct 

Medical Council of India, and HRD ministry also treading cautiously, it is likely that the final call on 

medical education will be taken by the PM.  

Despite overwhelming support of the states to the idea of NCHER, HRD minister Kapil Sibal 

maintained that his ministry is yet to form its own opinion on the matter. ‘‘Right now the bill belongs to 

the task force,’’ Sibal said. A clearer picture will emerge after a month since states have been asked to 

give their detailed views on NCHER in the Guwahati: In a unique initiative, government has decided 

that fresh medical graduates from 11 north eastern and northern states would get additional marks in 

the All India Post Graduate Medical Entrance Examination if they serve in rural areas of their states.  

The states include Assam, Manipur, Nagaland, Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya, Tripura, Mizoram, 

Sikkim, Uttaranchal, Himachal Pradesh and Jammu and Kashmir. “I belong to Jammu and Kashmir, 

which is akin to the northeast. We have the same next four weeks.  

The HRD ministry might seek PM’s intervention at the time of finalizing the Cabinet note on NCHER. 

The Higher Education and Research Bill, proposing the setting up of NCHER, has been prepared by the 

task force constituted by the HRD ministry and brings medical education within the ambit of NCHER.  

Members of the task militancy, insurgency, problems of aloofness, inaccessibility, hills and difficult 

terrain,” Union health minister Ghulam Nabi Azad said.  

“The 11 states have been clubbed and given them the special concession. Doctors interested in 

post graduation can get 10% extra marks in the national PG test if they work for one year in the most 

inaccessible and difficult area of their state,” he said. Those working for two years would get additional 

20 per cent marks and 30 per cent for those serving three years. force — M K Bhan, secretary, 

department of biotechnology, legal expert N R Madhava Menon and social scientist Mrinal Miri — 

defended the provision of the bill and clarified that the autonomy of states in higher education is not 

being taken away. They explained that NCHER will promote the autonomy of universities by devolving 

powers.  
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Finance ministry objection puts Sibal’s dream IIITs in deep 
freeze  
 

Our Political Bureau NEW DELHI  
 
PLANS for setting up 20 new Indian Institutes of Information Technology (IIITs) is likely to be shelved with the 
finance ministry suggesting that the proposal could be considered for the Twelfth Five-Year Plan period.  
   The HRD ministry had suggested that the institutes be set up in the private-public partnership mode during the 
current five year plan. The Eleventh Five Year Plan comes to a close in 2012. The ministry had outlined its 
proposal for consideration by the Expenditure Finance Committee. The Planning Commission had already given an 
in-principle approval to the proposal.  
   “The finance ministry did not agree to the proposal of setting up of 20 IIITs in the Eleventh Plan. It has said the 
scheme can be considered during the Twelfth Plan,” an official said.  
   The proposal suggested sharing the burden of expenditure on the ratio of 85:15 between the government and 
industry. The government’s share of funds would be borne by the Centre and state, with the former putting up 
50% and the states 35%. Each IIIT would require an investment of Rs 200 crore. This would mean that the 
Centre would have to invest Rs 100 crore in the IIIT, the state government Rs 70 crore and industry Rs 30 crore.  
   HRD minister Kapil Sibal, sources said, will consider the future course of action as the ministry is keen to push 
through this proposal. The ministry had also planned to introduce a legislation in the forthcoming session of 
Parliament to confer the IIITs with the status of institutes of national importance.  
   It had been proposed that each IIIT would be developed as a centre of excellence and specialise in specific 
area. These institutes would concentrate more on basic than applied research. Some of the IIITs were to be set 
up in northeastern states, with the ministry for development of North-Eastern region stepping in if industry did 
not.  
 

 
NO TAKERS: Kapil Sibal  
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IIMs seek foreign accreditation for tie-ups abroad  

INDIAN Institutes of Management (IIMs) are in talks to get foreign accreditation to adhere to global benchmark, which is 

likely to help them in seeking tie-ups with foreign counterparts.  

All premier domestic institutes— IIM Calcutta, IIM Kozhikode, IIM Lucknow and ISB Hyderabad—are in various stages of 

getting an accreditation. IIM Ahmedabad was the first to get such recognition when it got approvalfromtheEuropean agency 

EQUIS (European Quality Improvement System)in 2008.IIMBangaloregot a similar accreditation from EQUIS last week.  

“We are assuming that IIMs are known all over the world, which is not true,” said Debashis Chatterjee, director, IIM 

Kozhikode(IIMK). “Attaining a standard respect world-wide has become imperative in the changing global scenario.” IIMK 

hopes to get accredited by AMBA (Association of MBAs), a UK-based organisation, in the next four months.  

Going for an accreditation is a strategic investment, said Sougata Ray, dean of programme initiatives at IIM Calcutta 

(IIMC). “Employers in the West expect a B-school to maintain certain standards, which in return helps a lot in getting jobs in 

foreign markets,” said Mr Ray.  

IIMC has been in talks with AACSB (Association to advance Collegiate schools of Business)International, a North 

American body, for a year now. An accreditation with AACSB will help IIMC to offer its students double degrees, one from IIM 

Calcutta and the other from a US B-school, simultaneously.  

However, getting accreditation is not smooth and easy. Indian School of Business(ISB) in Hyderabad had applied to 

AACSB in end 2006 and is still going through the process. “It takes a long time for the AACSB review as it requires a 

participating school to establish and adhere to well defined processes involving all its internal stakeholders including the 

alumni,” said Sriram Gopalakrishnan, marketing & communication head, ISB.  

The accrediting organisation expects a Bschool to adopt certain changes in its functioning to conform to its global 

standards as they go about the process. A B-school’s objectives, goals and research works come under the lens. “We are 

tweaking the evaluation methods by detailing feedback given to students and also increasing its frequency. The idea is to 

bring uniformity in the process of every course delivered in IIMC,” said Mr Ray.  

But it makes sense to go through the pain. Mr Chatterjee of IIMK said an accreditation from a foreign agency might help 

it to tie-up with Ivy League business schools.  

IIML will file an application either with EQUIS or AMBA by year-end. “Weareambitioustosetupacampus abroad. We have 

25 tie-ups and we want to have more in the UK,” said Devi Singh, director, IIML.  
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An officer and a minister  

HRD Minister Kapil Sibal had to part with his close aide and Personal Secretary A J Kurian last week 

since the latter has been empanelled as Joint Secretary and his term in Central deputation is over. 

Sibal, however, made the parting worthwhile. Not only did he throw a special farewell dinner for 

Kurian, he also added a personal touch by cooking himself. That apart, the minister is learnt to have 

seen off Kurian right to his car as the party ended. The minister’s thoughtfulness has sure left the HRD 

babus impressed. Meanwhile, Kurian is set to return to the UT cadre and join the Delhi government.  

‘UGC concerns will be met’  

NEW DELHI: HRD Minister Kapil Sibal said that the concerns of all UGC employees will be 

addressed and that their seniority and pay scale will be factored in once UGC is subsumed 

under NCHER. UGC employees have been protesting against the Commission being subsumed 

under the proposed authority.  

 

21 Jun 2010 , DNA (Daily News & Analysis) 

Rejected disabled CAT-taker moves court against IIMs  

CONTENDS INSTITUTES LEAVE DISABLED CATEGORY SEATS VACANT 

Do the IIMs adequately fill up the disability quota for students? No, thinks Rahul Girreddy, who took CAT this year and 

has filed a petition against the IIMs in the Bombay high court.  

The commerce graduate contends in his petition that the IIMs are not complying with the provisions of the Persons with 

Disabilities (PD) Act, 1995.  

“Though there are 90 to 100 seats reserved for DAs (differently-abled candidates), only approximately 55 candidates are 

short-listed collectively by the IIMs for the second phase of the selection process,” the petition states. Under the PD Act, 3% 

of seats in educational institutions have to be reserved for DA candidates. But the number of seats provided by the IIMs 

against the quota does not amount to 3%, the petition states.  

It states that IIM-A stipulates that SC/ST/DA candidates should score at least 17% in each of the three sections of CAT. 

Accordingly, 396 DA candidates should have been eligible for interviews this year. But the IIMs put the cut-off for the three 

categories at 80 percentile — much above what the 17% per subject would yield — and called only 31 candidates for 

interviews.  
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Girreddy contends that even if all the IIMs were to set their cut-off at say 60 percentile — like IIM-Indore — only 55 DA 

candidates would have been selected, leaving many seats vacant, which would then be filled up with candidates from the 

general category.  

Girreddy, who secured 46.20 percentile, was certain of getting an interview call.  

 

 
 


